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race that I saw in 'Oman considerably resembled the " tattoes"
of India; but in the eastern angle of Arabia the deficiency of
horses is in a way made up for by the dromedaries of that
land.

Nejdee horses are especially esteemed for great speed and
endurance of fatigue; indeed, in this hitter quality none come
up to them. To pass twenty-four hours on the road without
drink and without flagging is certainly something; but to keep
up the same abstinence and labour conjoined under the burning
Arabian sky for forty-eight hours at a stretch is, I believe,
peculiar to the animals of the breed. Besides they have a deli-
cacy, I cannot say of mouth, for it is common to ride them
wthout bit or bridle, but of feeling and obedience to the knee
and thigh, to the slightest check of the halter and the voice of
the rider, far surpassing whatever the most elaborate manege
gives a European horse, though furnished with snaffle, curb,
and all. I often mounted them at the invitation of their owners,
and without saddle, rein, or stirrup set them off at full gallop,
wheeled tfiem round, brought them up in mid career at a dead
halt, and that without the least difficulty or the smallest want
of correspondence between the horse's movements and my own
will; the rider on their back really feels himself the man-half
of a centaur, not a distinct being. This is in great part owing
to the Arab system of breaking in, much preferable to the
European in conferring pliancy and perfect tractability. Nor is
mere speed much valued in a horse unless it be united with the
above qualities, since whether in the contest of an Arab race,
or in the pursuit and flight of war, "doubling" is much more
the rule than " going ahead," at least for any distance. Much
the same training is required for the sport of the Djereed, that
tournament of the East, and which, as I witnessed it in Nejed,
differed in nothing from the exhibitions frequent in Syria and
Egypt, except that the palm-stick or "Djereed" itself is a little
lighter. I should add that in the stony plateaus of Nejed,
horses arc always shod, but the shoe is clumsy and heavy; the
hoof is very slightly pared, and the number of nails put in in-
variably six. Were not the horn excellent, Nejdean farriery
would lame many a fine horse.

I quit the subject with regret; yet enough for my present
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